William J. Wenner, Jr. MD, JD MPA
Candidate: Chair Ethics Committee

In the end, it is our professional ethics that sets us apart from all
others.

Repeatedly, in my interactions with attorneys, insurance
companies, administrators and government officials, they have
observed that Pediatricians are ethically unique among the
professions. We, more than any other, focus on what is right for
the patient. This has been true throughout the history of
Pediatric Gastroenterology.

But now, more than ever, external forces are threatening our
professional ethics. Venture Capitalists with for-profit motivation,
Insurance companies with complex and weighted utilization
processes, Regulators who hold us accountable for things no
longer in our control, and even our employers do not understand
our patient focused professional ethics. The foundation is being
challenged and eroded.

In my clinical, educational and administrative roles, I had found
that I was losing too many arguments with the lawyers. So
mid-career, I knew that if I were to have any impact, I needed to
think and possibly speak like a lawyer. Whether it increased my
impact is not clear, but it made me a better clinician as the
primary skill acquired was the ability to understand and elucidate
diverse competing perspectives on issues.

In the twilight of my career, I hope to continue to contribute to
Pediatric Gastroenterology. The Ethics Committee is a valuable
resource for the members and leaders of NASPGHAN. The role of
Chair of the Ethics Committee seems to be ideal for allowing my
education, experience and training to assist in our professional
mission.

William J. Wenner, Jr. MD, 1D, MPA
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