
 
 
February 17, 2026​
 

The Honorable Monique Limón 
President pro Tempore, California Senate 
1021 O Street, Suite 8518 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
The Honorable John Laird 
Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review 
1021 O Street, Suite 8720 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
The Honorable Sasha Renée Pérez 
Chair, Sen. Budget Sub. on Education 
1021 O Street, Suite 6720 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
The Honorable Melissa Hurtado 
Chair, Sen. Budget Sub.  
1021 O Street Suite 6510  

The Honorable Robert Rivas  
Speaker, California Assembly 
1021 O Street, Suite 8330 
Sacramento, CA 95814​
 
The Honorable Jesse Gabriel  
Chair, Assembly Committee on Budget 
1021 O Street, Suite 8230 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
The Honorable David Alvarez  
Chair, Assem. Budget Sub. on Ed Finance  
1021 O Street, Suite 5320 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
The Honorable Steve Bennett 
Chair, Assem. Budget Sub. 
1021 O Street Suite 4710 



 

Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

RE: SUPPORT - Funding for School Meals for All and Supporting Programs in the 2026-27 
California Budget 
 
Dear Senate President pro Tempore Limón, Assembly Speaker Rivas, Senate Budget 
Committee Chair Laird, Assembly Budget Committee Chair Gabriel, Senate Budget 
Subcommittee Chair Pérez, Assembly Budget Subcommittee Chair Alvarez, Senate 
Budget Subcommittee Chair Hurtado, and Assembly Budget Subcommittee Chair 
Bennett,  

The undersigned 100+ School Meals for All Coalition members are writing to express 
our strong support for critical school nutrition programs in the 2026–27 FY California 
budget. We thank the Legislature for your consistent leadership and continued 
support for California’s first-in-the-nation School Meals for All program. Transforming 
the school food system is complex and benefits from multiple proven policies to 
improve student access to and the quality of school meals, food education, kitchen 
infrastructure, connections to local farmers, and training and career development for 
school nutrition professionals. Together, these complementary policies and 
investments create an ecosystem of support that can accomplish so much more for 
California’s students and the people who nourish them. 

We are grateful for the inclusion of funding for School Meals for All, $100 million for 
Kitchen Infrastructure and Training, $25.2 million ongoing for the Farm to School Grant 
program, and $14.3 million for California’s Healthy School Food Pathway program in 
the Governor’s proposed January budget. We respectfully ask that you support these 
proposed investments and advocate for their inclusion in the finalized budget. 

California is a national leader in the movement to provide free meals to all TK–12 
public school students. School Meals for All reflects our shared goal to fight child 
hunger by providing more freshly prepared and locally grown school meals to all 
California students. Thanks to the success of this program, California schools are 
anticipating serving nearly 1 billion meals during the 2026–27 school year. School 
Meals for All is a simple and effective lever to address affordability for working families, 
with over 81% of California parents reporting that free school meals save money.  

School meal participation has increased by nearly 9% since the inception of School 
Meals for All, serving 73 million more meals annually, even as student enrollment has 

 

https://academic.oup.com/healthaffairsscholar/article/2/1/qxad092/7514585
https://www.ecoliteracy.org/article/more-california-students-are-eating-school-meals-ever


 
declined. It has also reduced the stigma surrounding school meals while making 
nutritious foods more accessible for those living in and on the margins of poverty.   

Federal school meal eligibility requirements do not account for the needs of families in 
states with a higher cost of living, such as California. Research shows that 44% of 
food-insecure families in our state do not qualify for federal school meal assistance, 
making School Meals for All essential to ensuring children’s food security. Currently, 1 
in 5 Californian households — or a shocking 1 in 4 families with children — are facing 
the stress and harm of food insecurity, which continues to rise with the cost-of-living 
crisis and federal cuts to safety net programming. This includes H.R. 1, which resulted 
in the largest SNAP cuts in program history and nearly 800,000 Californians losing vital 
CalFresh benefits. Without the assistance of school meals, an additional quarter 
million Californians would be living in poverty.  

Increasing the output of nutritious school meals also increases operational demand, 
requiring adequate kitchen infrastructure and trained school nutrition staff. The 
proposed funding for the Kitchen Infrastructure and Training (KIT) program is critical for 
upgrading kitchen facilities, purchasing necessary equipment, and training staff to 
ensure schools have the proper resources to serve students. In a survey conducted 
with 245 schools and districts on the impacts of KIT, 90% of school districts reported an 
increase in student access and quality of school meals, but 77% indicated needing 
additional funding. According to a recent study, California public schools need $5.8 
billion in kitchen facility upgrades to be able to serve freshly prepared foods. While 
prior funding for KIT has made progress in addressing these issues, sustained 
investment is essential to carry out California’s groundbreaking commitment to 
remove ultraprocessed foods of concern from school meals by 2035. 

While KIT addresses operational capacity needed to prepare meals, the Farm to 
School Program works to strengthen the food supply through partnerships with local 
farms. This enables schools to serve fresh ingredients, improve meal quality, and 
expand educational opportunities that promote healthier lifestyles while also creating 
economic opportunities across California’s agricultural sector. Extensive evaluation 
has been done in partnership with the Farm to School grantees, and the results are 
clear: this program is effective at serving students in under-resourced communities, 
supporting climate-smart practices, and building valuable relationships between 
farmers and schools. 

Research shows that registered apprenticeship programs assist employers in 

 

https://publications.csba.org/issue/summer-2025/californias-school-meals-for-all-program-evaluation-reveals-a-host-of-benefits/#:~:text=Stigma%20and%20embarrassment%20about%20eating,feelings%20of%20stigma%20or%20embarrassment.
https://calbudgetcenter.org/resources/universal-school-meals-help-all-california-children-thrive/
https://calbudgetcenter.org/resources/federal-funding-cuts-to-snap-calfresh-will-have-sweeping-impacts-on-californians/
https://www.ppic.org/blog/testimony-a-snapshot-of-food-insecurity-in-california/
https://www.ppic.org/blog/testimony-a-snapshot-of-food-insecurity-in-california/
https://www.schoolmealsforall.org/survey-finds-that-kit-improves-school-meal-access-and-quality/
https://www.schoolmealsforall.org/survey-finds-that-kit-improves-school-meal-access-and-quality/
https://citiesandschools.berkeley.edu/blog/new-ccs-study-are-california-public-school-kitchens-scratch-cooking-ready/
https://citiesandschools.berkeley.edu/blog/new-ccs-study-are-california-public-school-kitchens-scratch-cooking-ready/
https://californiafarmtoschooleval.org/


 
attracting and developing a diverse and highly-skilled workforce, leading to 
improved productivity and reduced turnover. The California Healthy School Food 
Pathway Program is designed to help address decades of underinvestment in training 
by partnering with Local Education Agencies to offer hands-on, paid culinary 
apprenticeships and operational education focused on serving freshly prepared 
school meals. This enables California schools to build a well-trained workforce 
capable of preparing nutritious meals for students long-term.   

California’s leadership on School Meals for All is a beacon for the movement to 
increase access to school meals across the country. Eight other states and dozens of 
Legislatures across the country have followed closely behind. California’s 
commitment to these critical school nutrition investments creates a path that other 
states can follow, amidst federal setbacks, fights hunger, and increases student 
access to healthy school meals while supporting school nutrition staff and local 
farmers.  

The School Meals for All Coalition is proud to stand behind California’s vision of 
transforming school food, and we urge the continued protection of these foundational 
school nutrition programs.  

Sincerely, 
 
Kat Taylor  
TomKat Ranch LLC 
Office of Kat Taylor 
 
Josh Wright 
California Association of Food Banks 
 
Chef Ann Foundation 
Mara Fleishman 
 
Willows Unified  
Michael Bottarini 
 
Fort Bragg Unified School District 
Pilar Gray 
 
 

 
Arnold Sowell Jr. 
NextGen California 
 
 
Alexa Norstad 
Center for Ecoliteracy 
 
Acterra: Action for a Healthy Planet 
Lauren Weston 
 
Nevada City School of the Arts 
Dre Maher 
 
San Ramon Valley Unified School District 
Zetta Reicker 
 
Sacramento City Unified School District 

 

https://frac.org/healthy-school-meals-for-all


 
Diana Flores 
 
Morgan Hill Unified School District 
Michael Jochner 
 
K12 Chef Consulting 
Michael Jochner 
 
New West Charter School 
Fany Williams 
 
Sierra Harvest 
Lindsey Pratt 
 
Scotts Valley Unified School District 
Jennifer Rasmussen 
 
West Contra Costa Unified School 
District 
Dylan Hatami 
 
Vallecito Union School District 
Deborah Tageson​
 
Oakley Union Elementary School District 
John McTear 
 
Fresh Approach 
Laura deTar 
 
Garden School Foundation 
Rachel Black 
 
Benicia Unified School District 
 
Gesley-Marie Prado 
 
Tree of Life Montessori Charter School 
Allicea Crosswhite 
 
Foggy Bottoms Boys LLC 
Thomas Nicholson Stratton 

 
UndauntedK12 
Stephanie Seidmon 
 
Carpinteria Unified School District 
Michelle Hernandez 
 
El Monte Union High School District 
Suzy Sayre 
 
Monterey Peninsula Unified School 
District 
Micha James 
 
Castlerock Elementary 
James Martin 
 
Old Grove Orange 
Anna Nakamura Knight 
 
Sequoia Union High School District 
Sandra Jonaidi 
 
Glide Foundation 
Eleana Binder 
 
Trenton Special School District 
Lisa Seiber-Garland 
 
EPIC de Cesar Chavez 
Vanessa Ali 
 
Forestville Union School District 
Julie Apodaca 
 
California WIC Association 
Sarah DIaz 
 
Brunner Family Farm LLC 
Sarah Brunner 
 

 



 
Yuba Environmental Science Charter 
Academy 
Sheila Rolfer 
 
Paso Robles Joint Unified 
Jessie Wesch 
 
Eastern Sierra Unified School District 
Skye Clark 
 
Los Angeles Food Policy Council 
Ana-Alicia Carr 
 
Pajaro Valley Unified School District 
Food & Nutrition Services 
Jean Aitken 
 
Community Roots School Food Services 
Agency 
Sam KoneffKlatt 
 
Corazón Healdsburg 
Marcy Flores 
 
Laurel Tree Charter School 
Amber mascio 
 
Colton Joint Unified School District 
Casey Robertson 
 
Freshwater Elementary School 
Christine Hollen 
 
Bebe Bitez 
Nichola Buckley 
 
Big Lagoon Union School 
Amanda Gates 
 
Gravenstein Union School District 
Chuck Neidhoefer 
 

Olivewood Gardens & Learning Center 
Claire Groebner 
 
Nourish Partners 
Leeza Woodbury, MDA, RDN 
 
Profit for Wellbeing 
Anne Bishop 
 
West Sonoma County Union High School 
District 
Jesica Lyons 
 
Lucy Hicks Consulting 
Lucy Hicks 
 
Food Research & Action Center 
Alexis Bylander 
 
Santa Cruz City Schools 
Amy Hedrick-Farr 
 
City Farm SLO 
Kayla Rutland 
 
Ceres Community Project 
Cathryn Couch 
 
Harvestly 
Taryn Mohler 
 
Alvord Unified School District 
Eric Holliday 
 
LunchAssist 
Jennifer McNeil, RDN, SNS 
 
Capistrano Unified School District 
Kristin Hilleman 
 
Wright School District 
Melanie Gabriel 

 



 
 
San Luis Coastal Unified School District 
Food 
Erin Primer 
 
Three Rivers Charter School 
Kimberly Morgan 
 
Escondido Union High School District 
Christina Cazares 
 
Bonita Unified School District 
Edna McKenna 
 
Stockton Unified School District 
Ann Haley 
 
Sylvan Unified School District Nutrition 
Services 
Alyssa Rivera 
 
Imperial Unified School District 
Vanessa Diaz 
 
Ten Strands 
Karen Cowe 
 
Dunk Tank Marketing, LLC 
Dave Palmer 
 
Albany Unified School District 
Sabina Feinberg 
 
California School Employees Association 
Kathryn Brackmann 
 
Community FoodBank of San Benito 
Patricia Jaquez 
 
Brigaid 
Brad Long 
 

Norwalk La Mirada Unified School District 
Alexis Wahl 
 
Cypress School District 
Tanya Montes 
Black Oak Mine Unified School District 
Amy Jensen 
 
Center for Good Food Purchasing 
Alexa Delwiche 
 
Conscious Kitchen 
Aniket Aich 
 
FoodCorps 
Mickeala Carter 
 
ReGEN 
Laura Easley 
 
San Diego Unified School District 
Hermie Link 
 
Eat Real 
Nora LaTorre 
 
Knightsen Elementary School District 
Lauren Buck 
 
Charter Oak Unified School District 
Adrianne Garza 
 
Live Oak Unified School District 
Sepon Istepanyan 
 
Tahoe Truckee Unified School District 
Kat Soltanmorad 
 
Templeton Unified School District 
Lindsay Harrod 
 
Pacific Grove Unified School District 

 



 
Robert Silveira 
 
Goleta Union School District 
Hannah Carroll 
 
San Miguel Joint Union School District 
Lauren Thomas 
 
Pleasanton Unified School District 
Sarah Kimiecik 
 
FoodLab 
Emelia Miguel 
 
Hollister School District 
Patty Cattoor 
 
Salinas Union High School District 
Pedro Molinero 
 
Alisal Union School District 
Irene Vargas 
 
Kelseyville Unified School District 
Michelle Borghesani 
 
South Bay Union Elementary School 
District 
Shannon Rennie 
 
Carpinteria Unified School District 
Michelle Hernandez 
 
Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange 
County 
Malia Cary 
 
Lucia Mar Unified School District 
Danica Hunt 
 
Konocti Unified School District 
Mandy Lopez 

 
Partnership for a Healthier America 
Amy Warne, MBA, RD/LD 
 
Food for People, the food bank for 
Humboldt County 
Deborah Waxman 
 
Health Right 360 
Sophia Ferguson 
 
Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano 
Hailey Solares 
 
Food Access LA 
Jennifer Grissom 
 
Farm2People 
Anna Rose Hopkins 
 
North American Society for Pediatric 
Gastroenterology, Hepatology and 
Nutrition 
Camille Bonta 
 
Partnership for Growth LA 
Nisha Bansal 
 
Asian Pacific Islander Forward 
Movement 
Heng Lam Foong & Kyle Tsukahira 
 
NASPGHAN Council for Pediatric 
Nutrition Professionals 
Camille Bonta 
 
Farm Sanctuary 
Jourdan Folger 
 
The Los Angeles Regional Food Bank 
Claudia Castaneda 
 

 



 
Nourish California 
Angeles Nelson 
 
San Francisco-Marin Food Bank 
Marchon Tatmon 
 
Fullwell 
Katie Ettman 
 
Second Harvest of Silicon Valley 
Leslie Bacho 
 
Elk Grove Unified School District 
Michelle Drake 
 
National Farm to School Network 
Karen Spangler 
 
South Bay Food Justice Collaborative 
Laura Vollmer 
 
Shape Up San Francisco 
Laura Vollmer 
 
GRACE Social & Medical Services 
Angelina Girgis 
 
California School Nutrition Association 
Suzanne Morales, RD, MPH, SNS 
 
Pesticide Action and Agroecology 
Network 
Sakereh Maskal 
 
Fresh Approach 
Laura deTar 
 
California Certified Organic Farmers 
(CCOF) 

Laetitia Benador 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


