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Personal Statement 
 
My personal commitment to NASPGHAN began during my fellowship training at Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital Medical Center, where I had the privilege of learning in an environment deeply 
shaped by my mentors. They represented the best in leadership, collaboration, and service to the 
field of pediatric gastroenterology, hepatology, and nutrition. Early in my training, I attended my 
first NASPGHAN Annual Meeting and was struck by the sense of shared purpose and community 
that defined it. Watching my mentors serve as Presidents, Councilors, Treasurers, committee 
chairs, and Foundation leaders demonstrated the profound influence NASPGHAN could have on 
advancing pediatric healthcare and shaping future leaders within our specialty.  
 
Throughout my career, NASPGHAN has remained central to my professional identity and growth. I 
have been fortunate to serve the organization in a variety of roles, including on the Professional 
Education Committee, Nutrition Committee, and Diversity Committee, as well as a NASPGHAN 
Councilor. As Chair/facilitator of the Special Interest Group for Intestinal Rehabilitation, I have 
worked to strengthen collaboration across institutions, expand educational opportunities, and 
support innovation in a rapidly evolving area of pediatric care.  Each experience provided me with a 
valuable perspective on the organization’s priorities and reinforced the importance of collaboration 
and the incredible breadth of knowledge and expertise that exists in NASPGHAN’s members. 
 
One of the most meaningful aspects of my involvement has been the opportunity to support 
education and mentorship across all career stages. My work with the First-Year Fellows 
Conference and as faculty for NASPGHAN Nutrition University has underscored the transformative 
impact that early engagement, mentorship, and professional support can have on trainees and 
junior faculty. I believe strongly that one of NASPGHAN’s greatest responsibilities is to cultivate the 
next generation of physicians who will continue to move our field forward. 
 
Advocacy has also become an increasingly important part of my professional and in many ways, 
personal mission. Initiatives such as the Medical Nutrition Equity Act highlight the powerful role 
NASPGHAN can play in advancing equitable access to care and improving the lives of vulnerable 
patients. My experience serving on the FDA expert panel addressing infant formula safety and 
policy further demonstrated the importance of ensuring that NASPGHAN’s expertise is represented 
in national conversations that directly affect children’s health. 
 
In 2025, I was deeply honored to receive the Margaret Stallings NASPGHAN Distinguished Service 
Award. I view this recognition not as an endpoint, but as a reflection of the spirit of this community 
and a renewed responsibility to continue serving at the highest level.  
 
NASPGHAN is a community that fosters leadership, advances discovery, supports professional 
growth, and drives meaningful progress in pediatric healthcare. I remain deeply committed to 
helping strengthen and shape the future of our organization and our field through leadership and 
service. It would be my utmost honor to be the next president of NASPGHAN and part of its long 
lasting legacy.  
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PERSONAL INFORMATION 

Business Address:  225 E Chicago, Box 65, Chicago, IL 60611-2920 

 

Business Address: Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago 

 225 E. Chicago Avenue, Box 65 

 Chicago, Illinois 60611 

 

Business Phone:   312-227-4200 

 

Email:  vcohran@luriechildrens.org  

 

EDUCATION 

08/89 – 05/93 Tougaloo College, Tougaloo, Mississippi 

 Chemistry, B.S., magna cum laude 

 

08/93 – 05/97 Washington University School of Medicine, St. Louis, Missouri 

 Medicine, M.D. 

 

08/01 – 06/04 University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati OH 

 Epidemiology, M.S. 

 

GRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION 

07/97 – 06/00 Pediatric Residency 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center, Cincinnati, Ohio 

  

07/00 – 06/03 Pediatric Gastroenterology Fellowship 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center, Cincinnati, Ohio 

 

07/03 – 06/04 Advanced Clinical Fellowship 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center, Cincinnati, Ohio 

 

BOARD CERTIFICATIONS 

2003 – Present American Board of Pediatrics, Pediatric Gastroenterology 

        

2008 – Present American Board of Pediatrics, Pediatric Transplant Hepatology 

 

PROFESSIONAL LICENSES 

2004 – Present Illinois License 

 

 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

9/24-Present Professor  

 Northwestern University, Feinberg School of Medicine 
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 Chicago, Illinois 

 

HOSPITAL APPOINTMENTS 

08/05 – Present Medical Director, Intestinal Rehabilitation and Transplantation  

 Division of Gastroenterology, Hepatology, and Nutrition  

 Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago 

 Formerly Children’s Memorial Hospital 

 Chicago, Illinois 

 

8/2019-Present Associate Chair of Health Equity 

 Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago 

 Chicago, Illinois 

  

 

HONORS AND AWARDS 

National 

2019 Top Reviewers, Journal of Pediatric Gastroenterology and Nutrition 

 

2020 Top Reviewers, Journal of Pediatric Gastroenterology and Nutrition 

 

2021 Top Reviewers, Journal of Pediatric Gastroenterology and Nutrition 

 

2024 Alpha Omega Alpha Medical Honor Society Inductee, Northwestern University 

 

2025 Margaret R. Stallings Clinical Service Award, NASPGHAN  

 

2026 American Pediatric Society Inductee 

 

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 

07/00 – Present North American Society for Pediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition, 

NASPGHAN 

 

01/15 – 01/21 American Society for Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition, ASPEN, 

 

EXTERNAL PROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE 

10/15 –10/18 NASPGHAN Councilor 

 

10/18 – Present NASPGHAN Co-Chair of Special Interest Group, Intestinal Rehabilitation 

 

EDITORSHIPS / EDITORIAL BOARD SERVICE   

01/22 – Present Journal of Pediatrics 

 

7/23-7/25 Guest Editor for special edition Gastroenterology Clinics of North America 

devoted to Pediatric Nutrition. 

 

INVITED TALKS 

International 

Short Bowel Syndrome and Intestinal Adaptation 
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7th Annual World Congress of Pediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition, Buenos 

Aires, Argentina, 12/24 

 

  

National 

1. Growth Failure in Liver Disease 

NASPGHAN Nutrition University, Chicago, IL, 04/24 

 

2. Intestinal Failure 2024:  Latest and Greatest 

University of Rochester Pediatric Gastroenterology Grand Rounds, virtual, 4/24 

 

3. Advancing Independence Via Intestinal Rehabilitation 

Digestive Diseases Week, American Gastroenterology Association, Washington DC, 05/24 

 

4. Intestinal Rehabilitation: Long-term outcomes and Considerations 

Advances in Neonatal and Pediatric Nutrition, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center,  

Cincinnati, OH, 2/25 

 

5. FDA Expert Panel on Infant Formula, Panel Discussant, Silver Spring, MD, 6/25 

 

6. Progress and Equity in Pediatric Short Bowel Syndrome and Intestinal Transplantation, National 

Medical Association Annual Convention and Scientific Assembly, Chicago, IL, 7/25 

 

7. Improving Enteral Autonomy after NEC, NEC Symposium 2025, Chicago, IL, 9/25 

 

8. Improving Outcomes for Pediatric Intestinal Failure, PIONEER Conference, St. Louis, MO, 

10/25 
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Lawlor S, Haller T, Kurs Lasky M, Belle SH on behalf of the Pediatric Intestinal Failure 

Consortium.  Natural History of Pediatric Intestinal Failure: Initial Report from the Pediatric 

Intestinal Failure Consortium. Journal of Pediatrics 2012 Oct; 161 (4)723-728. 

 

2. Cohran V, Cassedy A, Hawkins A, Bean J, Heubi J. Oral Risedronate Sodium Improves Bone 

Mineral Density in Non-Ambulatory Patients:  A randomized, Double-Blind, Placebo Controlled 

Trial. Journal of Pediatric Rehabilitation Medicine 2013; 6(2):85-93. PMID: 23803341. 

 

3. Bass L, Zimont J, Prozialeck J, Superina R, Cohran V.  Intestinal Anastomotic Ulcers in Children 

with short bowel syndrome and anemia detected by capsule endoscopy.  Journal of Pediatric 
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B, Yousseff N, Venick R, Kocoshis S. Outcomes From a 12-Week, Open-Label, Multicenter 
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Clinical Trial of Teduglutide in Pediatric Short Bowel Syndrome. Journal of Pediatrics 2017 Feb 

18: 102-111. 

 

5. Buonpane, CL, Ares GJ, Engler, EG, Helenowski I, Cohran, VC, Hunter CJ. Utility of liver 

biopsy in the evaluation of pediatric total parenteral nutrition cholestasis. Am J Surgery 2018 

Oct;216(4):672-677. 

 

6. Hill S, Carter BA, Cohran V, Horslen S, Kaufman SS, Kocoshis SA, Mercer DF, Merritt RJ, 

Pakarinen MP, Protheroe S, Thompson JF, Vanderpool CPB, Venick RS, Wales PW, Smith SE, 

Yoon M, Grimm AA. Safety Findings in Children Treated with Teduglutide for Short Bowel 

Syndrome Associated Intestinal Failure: Pooled Analysis of 4 Clinical Studies. J Parenter Enteral 

Nutr. 2021 Sep;45(7):1456-1465. 

 

7. Lemoine C, Larkin K, Brennan K, Zoller-Thompson C, Cohran V, Superina R.  “Repeat serial 

transverse enteroplasty procedure (reSTEP): Is it worth it?” J Pediatr Surg 2021 May;56(5):951-

960. 
 

8.  Wales, P, Hill, S, Robinson, I, Raphael, B, Cohran, V, Carter, B, Venick, Kocoshis, S. “ Long 

term teduglutide associated with improved response in pediatric short bowel syndrome. JPGN 

2024 Aug;79(2):290-300 

 

9. Johnson, P, Phillips, V, Lamb, N, Guo, K, Zhao, L, Brennan, K, Prozialeck, J, Cohran, V. 

“Effect of parenteral lipids on essential fatty acid deficiency in pediatric intestinal failure: A 

retrospective cohort study.” JPEN 2024 Oct;48(7):793-801 

 

10. Wenzel, A, Saul, S, Kodiak, T, Whitehead, B, Strople, J, Brown, J, Cohran, V.  “ Post-Transplant 

Inflammatory Bowel Disease:  Not out of the Woods yet”  J Pediatr Gastroenterol Nutr. 2024 

Oct;79(4):869-876. 

 

11. Modi BP, Piper HG, Belza C, Staffa S, Arnold MA, Boctor DL, Channabasappa N, Cohran VC, 

Galloway DP, Sudan D, Wales PW, Warner BW, Murtadi G, Javid PJ. “Health-Related Quality of 

Life in Pediatric Intestinal Failure from Infancy to Adolescence: An International, Multi-Center 

Evaluation.”  J Pediatr. 2025 Mar 28;282:114566. 

 

Practice Guidelines, Policy, Consensus Statements, and Reports  

1. Merritt RJ, Cohran V, Raphael, BP, Sentongo T, Volpert D, Warner BW, Goday PS. Clinical 

Report: Intestinal Rehabilitation Programs in the Management of Pediatric Intestinal Failure and 

Short Bowel Syndrome. J Ped Gastr Nutr. 2017 Nov;65(5):588-596. 

 

2. Wendel, Danielle, Mezoff E, Raghu, V, Kinberg S, Soden J, Avitzur, Y, Rudolph, J, Gniadek, M, 

Cohran V, Venick R, Cole C.  Management of Central Venous Access in Children with Intestinal 

Failure:  A Position Paper from the NASPGHAN Intestinal Rehabilitation Special Interest Group. 

J Ped Gastr Nutr 2021;72(3);474-486. 
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